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Dear Friend,

A 2022 inquiry by The International Bar Association and The Committee 
for Human Rights in North Korea found that ‘there are reasonable grounds 
to conclude that crimes against humanity have been, and continue to be, 
committed on a massive scale’ in North Korea’s detention centres. 

The report details how prisons in North Korea are an extension of a political 
structure that aims to eliminate any threat to the country’s leadership and 
state ideology. And believing in a higher power than the Kim family is 
considered one of those threats. That means that anybody who follows 
Jesus, or even owns a Bible, is vulnerable to indefinite imprisonment in 
appalling conditions. 

The researchers report, “Christians in particular are targeted for detention...
[they] are interrogated for longer periods, usually under torture, and 
subjected to some of the worst forms of torture to force them to incriminate 
others during interrogation.” The strict enforcement of the anti-reactionary 
thought law, passed in December 2020, has resulted in an increased 
number of Christians being arrested and house churches being closed.  

Open Doors fieldworkers support North Korean Christians through safe 
houses and secret networks in China – but tens of thousands of believers 
are held in North Korean prisons and need our continued prayers. As the 
situation for North Korean Christians intensifies, we can assure them they 
are not alone in their struggle. As our founder, Brother Andrew said, our 
prayers go where we cannot.  

Thank you for praying for your North Korean family. It really makes a 
difference. Let’s ‘be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s 
people’ (Ephesians 6:18). 

Grace & Peace,

Pastor Gary Stagg
Executive Director

GARY’S TAKE

Open Doors Canada
8-19 Brownridge Rd.

Halton Hills, ON L7G 0C6

(905) 636-0944
www.opendoorscanada.org

opendoors@odcan.org

 
/OpenDoorsCanada

OPEN DOORS MAGAZINE is published 6 times a year to provide concerned 
Christians with information about events affecting persecuted Christians 
worldwide. ODC is a member of Canadian Centre for Christian Charities 
and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. The material contained in 
this publication cannot be reproduced in any form, including on the 
internet, without written permission. © 2023 Open Doors Canada.
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Cover image: North Korea is among the top 10 most dangerous places in the world to be a 
Christian. Globally, persecution is becoming more extreme and increasingly violent. 
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Rebecca* speeds along a 
darkened track in an illegal taxi, 
deep in the Chinese countryside. 
She’s keeping a look-out for the 
police, who would ask questions 
and demand to see her ID. The 
journey has taken hours; she’s 
come a different route from 
previous trips. 

This brave woman is on her way 
to a secret location to visit her 
‘sisters’, as she calls them, a group 
of North Korean women who’ve 
fled or been trafficked into China. 

The trip is fraught with danger. But 
for Rebecca, it’s worth it – because 
the women she’s going to meet are 
risking everything to follow Jesus.  
“Others like me have been caught 
and imprisoned,” says Rebecca. 
“But it’s a risk I’m willing to take 
to share the gospel. After all, the 
women I’m going to see take a far 
worse risk in coming to hear it.”

Rebecca is one of Open Doors 
extraordinary partners ministering 
to Christians who are at risk of the 
most extreme persecution. If the 
North Korean women are caught 
meeting Rebecca, they could 
be sent to a prison camp. If they 
are discovered with a Bible, their 

whole families could be jailed. 
There’s even a risk the women 
could be executed.

DANGEROUS PLACES

North Korea is among the top 10 
most dangerous places in the 
world to be a Christian. Globally, 
persecution is becoming more 
extreme and increasingly violent. 
In countries like Afghanistan, Iran, 
Somalia and Eritrea, followers of 
Jesus can be imprisoned, brutally 
tortured or even killed if their faith 
is discovered. 

Today, more Christians are 
murdered for their faith than at any 
time in the last 30 years. 

It’s a shockingly high price to pay 
– but for believers like the North 
Korean refugee women, it’s a risk 
they will take.

As persecution of Christians 
around the world intensifies, 
Open Doors partners are risking 
everything to stand with them. 
But it can only happen with your 
support. 

Valentina, 15, is home for Christmas. But she knows it’s dangerous to be 
back - because persecution is not far away.

EXTREME
LOVE

http://www.opendoorscanada.org
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For Rebecca, arriving in the 
darkness at her secret meeting 
place, there’s the usual jolt of fear. 
Is she too late? Have the women 
been found out? Every moment of 
this furtive gathering is risky. But 
extreme persecution demands 
extreme love – and Rebecca would 
choose nothing else.

“God compels our love and our call 
to serve each other, despite the 
danger. Being with the women is 
my greatest joy,” she says. “I would 
make the journey every time. Even 
for one.”

*Names changed and representative 
images used to protect identities.

‘OVERFLOWING WITH HOPE’

“The ladies have a really miserable 
life,” says Sister J*, who works 
alongside Rebecca. Many women 
have been sold by traffickers 
to Chinese men, to become 
wives or bear children. They are 
traumatized by life inside one 
of the world’s most repressive 
regimes, and have no legal status 
or freedom once they arrive in 
China. 

“But even though they are 
suffering and hiding, the women 
are full of joy in Christ,” said Sister 
J. “They do not complain about 
their circumstances but give 
thanks for everything. They are 
overflowing with joy and hope. 
That is only possible because 
God really walks with them.” 
And as faith grows among the 
refugee women in China, so 
the North Korean church will be 

strengthened. Sister R*, another 
Open Doors field worker, told us, 
“These women symbolize the 
women of North Korea. We cannot 
go inside the country, but these 
women will eventually form a 
church in North Korea.”

STAND WITH THEM

For more than 25 years, Open 
Doors has been providing practical 
and spiritual support to North 
Korean believers. But today, your 
support and prayers are needed 
more than ever. 

As Sister J says, “We are a team… 
we go out to share the gospel, but 
you send us there. God gives you 
a heart to support us. Without your 
support and prayers, we cannot 
do anything.” It’s up to us to stand 
with Open Doors workers risking 
everything to help our persecuted 
brothers and sisters. 

PLEASE PRAY

• For God’s protection on 
workers like Rebecca, 
courageously supporting 
persecuted Christians. 

• For opportunities to reach 
believers in the most 
dangerous places, to 
strengthen the church and 
grow faith. 

• That the global church 
would stand in unity against 
persecution, in solidarity and 
prayer with our brothers and 
sisters.

PLEASE GIVE

Every $30 could give a Bible 
each to five believers fleeing 
extreme persecution.

Every $55 could provide 
refugees fleeing extreme 
persecution with a food package 
and essential medicine to help 
them survive.

Every $70 could provide spiritual 
and financial support for three 
believers fleeing extreme 
persecution.

WILL YOU STAND WITH 
CHRISTIANS RISKING 
EVERYTHING TO 
FOLLOW JESUS?"I’ve always 

understood 
that everything 

in life has a 
purpose."

Joy, faith and fellowship: At their secret meetings with Open 
Doors partner, Rebecca, the women read the Bible together.

Find out about the top 50 most 
dangerous places to be a Christian. 
Look out for the World Watch List 
2023, released on January 18.  
Visit www.WorldWatchList.ca.

http://www.opendoorscanada.org
http://www.WorldWatchList.ca
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THE TOP 50  
MOST DANGEROUS 
COUNTRIES IN WHICH 
TO LIVE AS A  
CHRISTIAN

Open Doors Canada 
8-19 Brownridge Rd. 
Halton Hills, ON L7G 0C6

HOW           CAN HELPyou
PRAY

ACT

GIVE

Open Doors founder, Brother Andrew, 
says, “Our prayers can go where we 
cannot...there are no borders, no prison 
walls, no doors that are closed to us when 
we pray.”

Commit to praying for the Persecuted 
Church.

As members of one body, let us stand with 
those who suffer for the sake of Christ.

Write letters of encouragement to 
believers; petition our government to 
stand for religious freedoms around 
the world; or raise your voice for our 
persecuted family by sharing about them 
with your circle of influence.

Be a voice for those who have no voice. 

Through your generosity, you are helping 
our persecuted family to stand strong and 
enabling them to shine the brightest in 
some of the world’s darkest places.

www.opendoorscanada.orgMembers of Canadian Centre of Christian Charities; and  
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada
Registered Charity No 11906 8799 RR0001 © Open Doors 2023

/OpenDoorsCanada

(905) 636-0944  |  opendoorsca@odcan.org

STRENGTHENING 
CHRISTIANS 
WHERE FAITH 
COSTS THE MOST

NE PARTNERSHIP

JOIN THE PARTNERSHIP

Our brothers and sisters 
around the world understand 
the high cost of faith in Christ. 
For more than 65 years, 
we’ve seen their stories as 
our call to action. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND 
TO JOIN ONE PARTNERSHIP, 

PLEASE VISIT:
WWW.OPENDOORSCANADA.

ORG/ONE-PARTNERSHIP

Download a FREE COPY of the  
2023 World Watch List guidebook

to the World Watch 
List release event

Wednesday, 

January 18
7pm EST

Visit www.opendoorscanada.org/
WorldWatchList to download your 
free guide. (Available for download on 
January 18).

Contact our office if you would prefer a 
hard copy of the 2023 World Watch List 
guidebook free of charge.*  

Call: (905) 636-0944 
Email: opendoors@odcan.org 

*Shipping to Canadian addresses only

COMING JANUARY 18
YOU ARE 
INVITED

An annual ranking of the top 
50 most dangerous countries in 
which to live as a Christian.

WORLD WATCH LIST 2023
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VIEW ONLINE AT: 
www.youtube.com/OpenDoorsCanada

http://www.opendoorscanada.org
http://www.opendoorscanada.org/WorldWatchList
http://www.opendoorscanada.org/WorldWatchList
mailto:opendoors%40odcan.org?subject=
http://www.opendoorscanada.org/WorldWatchList
http://www.opendoorscanada.org/WorldWatchList
http://www.opendoorscanada.org/WorldWatchList
http://www.youtube.com/OpenDoorsCanada
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INVITE YOUR 
MEMBER OF 
PARLIAMENT

Send the enclosed post card today inviting your Member of Parliament 
(MP) to attend our special presentation of the World Watch List in Ottawa 
on March 8th, 2023.

Executive Director, Gary Stagg (L) and Open Doors International Global Gender 
Persecution Specialist, Helene Fisher (R) present the World Watch List to Members of 
Parliament in Ottawa.

TO THE 2023 WORLD WATCH LIST 
PARLIAMENTARY RELEASE

SEND AN INVITE TO YOUR MP TODAY!

On March 8th, we will be heading to Ottawa to present the 2023 World 
Watch List to our parliamentarians.  

This special presentation of the World Watch List is our opportunity to 
inform the Canadian Government about the current realities for the more 
than 360 million Christians worldwide and engage them in championing 
policies that promote freedom of religion and protect persecuted 
believers. 

You have been instrumental to the success of this event in the past. In 
previous years you have sent post cards, written emails and made phone 
calls inviting your MP asking them to attend. Would you do it again? 

In this magazine, we have included a postcard for you to fill out and send 
to your MP. Sending an invitation is easy! 

1. Grab the post card included in this magazine.

2. Fill out your MP’s name, your name and 
postal code. 

3. And lastly, drop it in the mailbox - no stamp 
required! 

You can also send your MP an invite by email by visiting:   
www.opendoorscanada.org/inviteyourmp

http://www.opendoorscanada.org
http://www.opendoorscanada.org/inviteyourmp 
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“The Christian is a ‘kafir’ – sinner 
or infidel. If a man is found to be 
a Christian, they would kill him 
immediately. And not only him, but 
his whole family…”

Nilofer*, a refugee, is explaining 
the horrific cost of following Jesus 
in her homeland, Afghanistan. 
She’s one of many believers who 
fled when the Taliban swept into 
Kabul and seized power in August 
2021. “If I was in Afghanistan now, I 
would not be alive today, for sure,” 
added Nilofer.

Last year, Afghanistan topped 
Open Doors World Watch List as 
the most dangerous place in the 
world to be a Christian. Today, 
the Afghan church is depleted 
and hidden, suffering intense 
persecution. 

ISIS extremists forced Mimi to leave 
home, but now she’s back - and, 
thanks to you, she has a future in Iraq.

Hold on to Jesus
Since the Taliban seized control of Afghanistan, 
almost 18 months ago, life for Christians has 
become perilous. But believers hold on to Jesus – 
and your support and prayers bring hope.

Taliban soldiers roamed villages 
going door-to-door in search of 
believers and unleashing violent 
attacks. Girls no longer attend 
school and women who refuse to 
wear the hijab are beaten, even 
killed. But you chose to stand with 
our Afghan brothers and sisters 
when it mattered most. 

Your prayers give strength and 
courage to the Christians who 
remain. Open Doors partner Hana* 
said, “Afghan believers carry the 
responsibility to be the light of 
Christ in a very dark world, and 
many die for their faith.”

She added, “Christians in this 
country stay to be the light of 
Christ and so God will bless their 
homeland. Even if their fellow 
citizens are hostile toward them.  
Though there are only a handful 
of believers, God has been faithful 
to them. He answers their prayers, 
gives them strength to endure 
suffering, and He leads the global 
church, like you, to pray.”

Your gifts also provide vital 
practical help to Christian 
refugees. Open Doors partner 
Miranda* visited families sheltering 
in an apartment together, in a 
secret location. “All of them sold 
everything they owned to come 
here,” said Miranda. “But life is 
difficult. They are professional 
doctors and nurses but they cannot 
work, and must pay to renew their 
refugee status every year.”

PLEASE PRAY

• Pray urgently for the safety 
of Christians in Afghanistan.

• Pray that believers will have 
access to education and 
medical help.

• Give thanks for our workers, 
risking everything to be with 
our persecuted family.

• Pray for a bold, thriving, 
faithful Afghan church, even 
in dark times.

“You came to help us, you have not 
let us disappear into the darkness,” 
said one believer. Your gifts supply 
food and essentials to families 
in need – and, above all, your 
support means Afghan Christians 
know they are not alone.

*Names changed to protect identities

“God has been faithful to 
Afghan Christians.”

YO
UR IMPACT

YO
UR IMPACT

http://www.opendoorscanada.org
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Your donations are helping a deaf community 
in Central Asia, which is now one of the fastest 
growing group of believers in the region. In some 
interpretations of Islam, it is believed that deaf 
people can’t get to heaven, so they are much 
more open to the Gospel. In addition to some of 
the challenges deaf and hard of hearing believers 
from a Muslim background face, becoming a 
Christian then introduces them to the possibility 
of also facing persecution because of their faith 
from their families and local communities. 

At local Open Doors supported centres, 
support and training is provided in many ways 
– income generating training, computer skills, 
mobile phone repair, beauty and make-up 
training and sign language training for hearing 
adults and children within families. 

BECAUSE OF YOU, THE GOSPEL IS 
BEING SHARED IN CENTRAL ASIA

Support and training 
for the hard of hearing 
community is bringing 
more people to Christ.

 It has been a difficult time for adolescents 
living in a foreign country with the inability to feel 
safe and have meaning or purpose in life.  Many 
refugee children have suicidal thoughts because 
they have no hope.  After visiting with these 
refugee families, Open Doors partners saw a 
need for community, and through your donations, 
a soccer and volleyball club was organized 
specifically for refugee children. Not only were the 
children encouraged, but also their parents. 

Through your gifts and prayers, Open Doors 
local partners have been involved in various 
discipleship programs for youth and young adults 
in East Malaysia. But when they noticed younger 
students wanting to be a part of the discipleship 
programs, they looked for ways to include them in 
the teachings. This birthed the Music Program – a 
fun and engaging program, where children can 
pick up an instrument while learning about Jesus. 
So far, the program has been a success and many 
children are excited about the word of God.

BECAUSE OF YOU...
THANKS TO YOU, AFGHAN REFUGEES 
HAVE HOPE

YOU HELPED CHILDREN LEARN ABOUT 
GOD THROUGH MUSIC

Sports have become 
an effective way to 
reach people who 
have never heard the 
Gospel.

Children learn to play 
instruments and also 
learn about Jesus. 



Rebecca* will stop at nothing to 
secretly help North Korean women 
who long to follow Jesus. 

The risks are huge. Capture could 
lead to a lifetime in a prison camp. 
Even execution.

But for Rebecca, an Open Doors 
field worker, it’s worth it. “It’s a 
risk I’m willing to take to share the 
gospel,” she said. “The women risk 
far worse in coming to hear it.”

Christians around the world face 
extreme violence, abuse and 
hardship – and it’s getting worse.

Will you stand with them?

Every $70 could provide spiritual 
and financial support for three 
believers fleeing extreme 
persecution.

Please pray – and if you are able, 
please give. Use the response 
form, phone (905) 636-0944 or visit 
www.opendoorscanada.org.

Open Doors Canada  8-19 Brownridge Rd., Halton Hills, ON L7G 0C6
(905) 636-0944  |  www.opendoorscanada.org  |  opendoors@odcan.org
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Extreme 
persecution 
requires 
extreme love
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