The 50 most dangerous
countries to be a Christian

Image: Pastor Abdallah is the pastor of the Alliance Church in Aleppo, Syria.
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A NOTE FROM OUR DIRECTOR
For almost 30 years, Open Doors has been producing the World Watch List to rank the
most dangerous countries to live as a Christian. The research involved in this document
shows us that the persecution of Christians is growing. In the top 50 countries alone, 309
million Christians suffer very high or extreme levels of persecution and discrimination for
their faith in Jesus Christ.
Many remark that this is such a sad list. And on one hand it is, but on the other hand, it
shows us where God is at work in our world. In many of these countries, the church is not
just surviving, it’s thriving.
We know this because we’re present—on the ground—and understand the full story,
not just sound bites or secondhand reports. We pull back the curtain to inspire and invite
others—people like you—to be part of the amazing story God is writing for His Church.

WE SERVE THE
PERSECUTED
CHURCH.
Since 1955, Open Doors has been strengthening
Christians where faith costs the most. We partner with
the local church in over 60 countries to help them
advance the gospel in their nation even in the face of
persecution.
Each year, Open Doors publishes the World Watch List,
an indexed ranking of the top 50 countries where it’s
most dangerous to be a Christian. This guidebook is
perfect for anyone wanting insight into the pressure
Christians face for following Jesus.

In the pages that follow, you’ll read numbers and data that represent real Christians, our
brothers and sisters, who are standing up for God—and suffering because of it. But these
people are not strangers; they are our family. And we have the opportunity to stand with
them.
The first way we can stand with them is by praying for them. The number one thing
persecuted Christians ask for is prayer. That’s why we’ve included ways you can pray on
each country profile in this guide.
But we also stand with our persecuted family by sharing their stories. We’re so grateful
that you have this information in your hands, but I would ask you to help us share the
cause of persecuted Christians and be the voice for those who have no voice.

Pastor Gary Stagg
Executive Director
Open Doors Canada

2021 Open Doors
World Watch List
A ranking of the 50 countries
where it is most difficult to be
a Christian.
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WHAT IS THE
WORLD WATCH LIST

PRESSURE + VIOLENCE
Below are some questions asked by researchers to determine pressure and violence scores.

What is the World Watch List?
The World Watch List is an annual report on the global persecution
of Christians, ranking the top 50 countries where Christians are
persecuted for their faith. Released at the beginning of each year,
the list uses data from Open Doors field workers and external
experts to quantify and analyze persecution worldwide. The list
is audited externally by the International Institute for Religious
Freedom, and is accepted as the most authoritative list of its kind.
How are the countries ranked?
Countries are ranked by the severity of persecution of Christians,
calculated by analyzing the level of violent persecution plus the
pressure experienced in five spheres of life.

PRESSURE

VIOLENCE

Degree of pressure in 5
spheres of life
Max score per sphere: 16.7

Amount of violent incidents
against Christians and
the Church
Max score: 16.7

Private life
• Is conversion to Christianity
allowed?
• Can they worship privately and
possess religious materials?
• Do they have freedom of
conscience and thought?

Community life
• Can Christians live without
harassment and discrimination in
their local communities?
• How does their faith affect their
education or employment?

Church life
• Are Christians allowed to meet?
• And if they can, are they heavily
monitored?
• Can Christian leaders be trained?

Family life
• How free are Christians to express
their faith within their family?
• Is it possible to live as a Christian
family, to celebrate Christian
marriages and funerals?

National life
• Is it illegal for Christians to express
their faith?
• Can they call themselves Christians
on their ID or passport?
• Will the police come calling?

Violence
• Are Christians attacked mentally
or physically?
• Are they arrested, abducted,
tortured, imprisoned or even
killed?
• Do they face sexual
harassment?

If one part suffers,
every part suffers with it.
1 Corinthians 12:26
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PERSECUTION IN NUMBERS
During the research period* of the World Watch List 2021:

Worldwide, more than 340 million
Christians suffer high levels of
persecution and discrimination for
their faith. In Open Doors’ World
Watch List top 50 alone, 309 million
Christians face very high or extreme
levels.

Christians persecuted in the WWL top 50

WWW.OPENDOORSCA.ORG
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Watch List 2020:

We hope these details will help
you understand the situations
your Christian family faces across
the globe –and, most importantly,
we hope these critical insights
will help fuel your prayers for the
worldwide Church. Because we
are one Church, and one family.

APPROXIMATELY

1 IN EVERY 8 CHRISTIANS
AROUND THE WORLD IS PERSECUTED
BECAUSE OF THEIR FAITH

e

5

309

MILLION

As you read through the 2021
World Watch List, you’ll learn more
about the 50 countries where faith
costs the most. In addition, you’ll
find information about how you
can pray for each country.
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NORTH KOREA

AFGHANISTAN

SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Communist oppression and
dictatorial paranoia
POPULATION
25,841,000
CHRISTIANS
400,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

Pressure

Violence

11.1

Church life

16.7

National life

16.7

Community life

16.7

Family life

16.7

Private life

16.7

MAIN RELIGION
Atheism
LEADER
Kim Jong-un

94

TOTAL:

For 20 years, North Korea has been ranked as the country
where Christians face the most extreme persecution. Any
Christian, anywhere in North Korea, is extremely vulnerable
to persecution. The North Korean authorities’ control goes
beyond the borders: Secret agents in China are tasked with
finding and abducting North Korean Christians who have fled
the country.
Being discovered as a Christian is a death sentence in North
Korea. If you aren’t killed instantly, you will be taken to a
labor camp as a political criminal. These inhumane prisons
have horrific conditions, and few believers make it out alive.
Everyone in your family will share the same punishment. Kim
Jong-un is reported to have expanded the system of prison
camps, in which an estimated 50,000-70,000 Christians are
currently imprisoned.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that God will continue to strengthen
North Korea’s secret believers. May He
provide for their needs and protect them.

•

Pray for comfort and strength for
imprisoned believers. May they know
God’s presence and love.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
38,055,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

10.2

Church life

16.7

National life

16.7

Community life

16.7

Family life

16.7

Private life

16.7

Violence

CHRISTIANS
A few thousand
MAIN RELIGION
Islam

Pressure

LEADER
President Ashraf Ghani

94

TOTAL:

It is impossible to live openly as a Christian in Afghanistan.
Leaving Islam is considered shameful and Christian converts
face dire consequences if their new faith is discovered. They
have to flee the country or they will be killed.
Afghanistan remains the second highest country on the
World Watch List, and persecution is only very slightly less
oppressive than in North Korea. ISIS and the Taliban continue
to have a strong, violent presence in Afghanistan, with the
Taliban controlling large regions.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for protection for the small
percentage of Afghani believers. Pray
that God would make “seeing eyes blind”
and that anyone who might be looking
for secret Afghan Christians would not
discover them.

All Christians in Afghanistan are extremely vulnerable to
persecution. Areas controlled by the Taliban are particularly
oppressive, but there is no safe way to express any form of
Christian faith in the country.
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SOMALIA

LIBYA

SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
clan oppression
POPULATION
16,105,000
CHRISTIANS
A few hundred

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed

Violence

9.8

Church life

16.3

National life

16.6

Community life

16.6

Family life

16.7

Private life

16.5

It is impossible to publicly admit your Christian faith in Somalia
and “church life” is non-existent. Islam is considered a crucial
part of Somali identity, and if any Somali is suspected of having
converted to Christianity, they are in great danger. Members
of their family, clan or community will harass, intimidate or
even kill them. Women are at risk of being raped and forcibly
married.
For those suspected of conversion to Christianity, there is
great pressure to conform to “Somali identity”. For instance,
they may be deliberately selected to lead the mosque prayers,
marry more than one wife or perform Islamic rituals in public.
Christians are also denied their inheritance, and boys are
denied education and taken to Islamic rehabilitation centres,
where they are forced to join Islamist militias.

92

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for a strong church to grow among
the Somali people, that they would
rely on Jesus and hunger and thirst for
righteousness.

•

Pray for families of those who have been
murdered for their faith to receive the
comfort of their Heavenly Father.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
6,662,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

12.4

Church life

16.3

National life

16.3

Community life

15.9

Family life

15.4

Private life

15.6

Violence

CHRISTIANS
34,500
MAIN RELIGION
Islam

Pressure

LEADER
Prime Minister Fayez Sarraj

92

TOTAL:

There is no freedom of speech, no freedom of religion and
very limited possibility of public church life in Libya.
Libyan Christians from a Muslim background face violent and
intense pressure from their family and the wider community to
renounce their faith. They are also vulnerable to abduction or
murder by Islamic militant groups and organized crime groups.
Sharing one’s faith publicly is illegal in Libya, which puts them
at risk of violent opposition and arrest. Without a central
government, the country is effectively in a state of lawless
anarchy. There is little chance of legal justice when Christians
are attacked or killed.  

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for Libyan believers who are under
immense pressure, particularly those who
are arrested because of their faith.

•

Pray for new converts, rejoicing that they
have found Jesus! Pray that they might
find a group of believers to support them
and worship with.

Christians migrating from sub-Saharan Africa are also
vulnerable to being held in detention centres, being abused,
tortured and extorted by those trafficking them. Believers are
often forced into intense labour or prostitution.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
dictatorial paranoia
POPULATION
208,362,000
CHRISTIANS
4,052,000
MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
Prime Minister Imran Khan
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PAKISTAN

ERITREA

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

16.7

Church life

13.5

National life

14.9

Community life

15.1

Family life

14.2

Private life

13.9

Violence

Pressure

88

TOTAL:

Christians face extreme persecution in every area of their lives.
Believers who have converted from Islam face the greatest
levels of persecution, but all Christians are considered secondclass citizens. They are given jobs perceived as low status,
dirty and dishonourable. There are some Christians among the
middle classes, but they are still considered inferior to their
Muslim counterparts and can face severe discrimination.
Christian girls are at risk of abduction and rape, and are often
forced to marry their attackers and coerced into converting to
Islam.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for wisdom and courage for
Christians in Pakistan to speak about their
faith, despite their fears that their words
may be used against them.

•

Pray for protection for Christian women
and girls. Pray for God to comfort those
who have been abducted.

Pakistan’s notorious blasphemy laws are used to target
Christians. Islamic extremist groups vehemently “defend” these
laws, including attacking or killing those believed to have
contravened these laws.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Dictatorial paranoia and
Christian denominational protectionism
POPULATION
5,432,000
CHRISTIANS
2,552,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

11.1

Church life

15.4

National life

15.9

Community life

15.9

Family life

14.9

Private life

14.6

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Isaias Afwerki

Christians from non-traditional denominations face the
harshest persecution in Eritrea, both from the government and
from the Eritrean Orthodox Church (EOC). The EOC is the only
Christian denomination recognized by the government, and it
is tightly controlled by those in power.  
Government security forces monitor phone calls, scrutinize
activity and conduct countless raids which target Christians,
seize Christian materials and damage house churches.

88

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that believers’ faith would grow, that
their love would increase, and that their
faith would be steadfast.

•

Pray that Eritrean Christians and church
leaders would have opportunities to
engage their government on the topic of
religious freedom.

Christians can be arrested and imprisoned without trial. Many
Christians are held in inhumane prisons because of their faith,
and their loved ones often do not know where they are or
even if they are still alive. In June 2020, the UN reported that
there was no meaningful progress to address human rights
violations in Eritrea.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
clan oppression
POPULATION
30,245,000
CHRISTIANS
A few thousand

7

8

YEMEN

IRAN

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

3.9

Church life

16.7

National life

16.7

Community life

16.5

Family life

16.6

Private life

16.6

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi

Christians in Yemen usually keep their faith secret. If they are
discovered they could face the death penalty. Leaving Islam
is forbidden and all Yemenis are considered Muslims by the
state.  
It’s not just the authorities who persecute Christians. Islamic
militant groups threaten Christians from a Muslim background
with death, and tribes may kill or banish anybody converting to
Christianity.  

87

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that peace will come to the country
and that people can start rebuilding their
lives.

•

Pray for secret believers and secret
house churches. May they have wisdom
and discernment to support one another.

The ongoing war, humanitarian crisis and COVID-19 pandemic
in Yemen are impacting all citizens, but Christians are
additionally vulnerable because emergency relief is mostly
distributed through organizations that use local Islamic
leaders and local mosques to give aid. These are believed to
discriminate against anybody who is not considered to be a
devout Muslim.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Dictatorial paranoia and
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
83,587,000
CHRISTIANS
800,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

10.6

Church life

16.5

National life

15.7

Community life

13.9

Family life

14.5

Private life

14.5

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

The Iranian government sees the conversion of Muslims to
Christianity as an attempt by Western countries to undermine
the Islamic rule of Iran. Christians from a Muslim background
are persecuted the most, primarily by the government, but also
by their families and communities. Secret churches are often
raided, and their leaders and members have been arrested
and given long prison sentences for “crimes against national
security.”  

86

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for believers in isolation. Many
Christians fear sharing their faith with
anyone and don’t know any other
believers.

•

Pray for the many Christians who are
currently in prison for their faith.

Some new Christians from nominal Muslim families find
acceptance at home. Converts from stricter Muslim families
face greater persecution from family members.
Christians from Armenian and Assyrian communities are
recognized and protected by the state, but still treated as
second-class citizens. They are not allowed to tell others about
Jesus or to speak in Persian during their church services.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
ethno-religious hostility
POPULATION
206,153,000
CHRISTIANS
95,358,000

9

10

NIGERIA

INDIA

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

16.7

Church life

14.1

Violence

Pressure

National life

14.1

Community life

13.9

Family life

13.2

Private life

13.3

MAIN RELIGION
Christianity
LEADER
President Muhammadu Buhari

More Christians are murdered for their faith in Nigeria than
in any other country. Violent attacks by militant groups are
common in the north and middle belt of the country and are
becoming more common farther south.
In these attacks, Christians are often murdered or have their
property destroyed. Men and boys are particularly vulnerable
to being killed. Christian women are often abducted and raped
by these militant groups, and sometimes forced to marry
Muslims. Perpetrators are seldom brought to justice.

85

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for the Lord’s grace and comfort for
believers who have experienced trauma.

•

Ask the Lord to be near those who have
been kidnapped. Pray that they will be
released or rescued.

Many Christians who are driven out of their villages are forced
to become internally displaced persons (IDPs), often living in
informal IDP camps. These believers continue to suffer even
after the brutality of the initial persecution.  
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Religious nationalism
POPULATION
1,383,198,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

15.4

Church life

13.7

National life

14.9

Community life

13.5

Family life

12.9

Private life

13.0

Violence

CHRISTIANS
67,356,000
MAIN RELIGION
Hinduism

Pressure

LEADER
Prime Minister Narenda Modi

83

TOTAL:

Hindu extremists use extreme violence against Christians
under the nationalist mantra, “to be Indian is to be Hindu.”
With apparent impunity, they target Christians, especially those
from a Hindu background, to rid the country of Christianity.
Believers are often physically attacked and sometimes
killed, and experience constant pressure from their family
and community to return to Hinduism. If they do not “reconvert,” they may be boycotted by their community. This
has a devastating effect on their ability to earn income. Many
believers feel isolated as they have little to no contact with
other Christians.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Praise God that many are coming to faith
through miraculous healings and the
courageous witness of India’s Christians.
Pray that more will come to know Jesus.

•

Pray for protection for our brothers and
sisters, especially new Christians, and
those living in rural areas.

Anti-conversion laws are used to harass and intimidate
Christians. While few people are convicted under these laws,
cases can drag on for years.
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Faith may make
people more
vulnerable to
persecution –
but it is also
part of the
solution.

FAITH ACTORS
This year, Open Doors released a case study on the
unique contributions of Local Faith Actors in post-conflict
development. Local faith actors range from organizations
(such as local churches), to individuals (such as pastors
and church leaders). The Case Study looked at two Iraqi
faith-based organizations and revealed that local faith
actors play an integral role in their communities and are
uniquely positioned to serve their communities in times
of crises.
Local faith actors can play a key role due to their
religious connections and personal ties to the affected
communities. It is these connections which create their
strong capacity to serve members of their communities.
As a result of these strong connections, local faith actors
are able to gain the trust of the people they serve with
relative ease. It also allows them to identify the needs in
the community as well as the most appropriate way to
meet those needs.
This report demonstrates just how important churches,
and their leaders, are! As one religious worker is quoted
in the report, “The church is very near to people – they
know people’s needs, of all types – they are with the
people. The church is not just a religious institution but
it’s also a social institution.” Faith may make people
more vulnerable to persecution – but it is also part of the
solution. The church is key to restoring hope in societies
impacted by years of division, conflict and displacement.
We are committed to strengthening our brothers and
sisters in some of the most dangerous places in the
world where faith costs the most and it is by partnering
with the local church that we accomplish this.
You can read the full report entitled, “The Faith Factor” at
www.opendoorsca.org/worldwatchlist.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
organized corruption and crime
POPULATION
41,503,000
CHRISTIANS
175,000
MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Barham Salih

11

12

IRAQ

SYRIA

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

11.5

Church life

13.8

National life

14.8

Community life

14.2

Family life

14.6

Private life

13.6

Violence

Pressure

82

TOTAL:

After years of violence, an uncertain peace has come to Iraq
– but 2020 saw recurrent violent protests and the instability in
Iraq is a catalyst for the ongoing persecution of Christians.
Christians from a Muslim background often keep their faith
secret because of the pressure and threats they are likely
to receive from extended family members, clan leaders and
the wider society. Christian converts risk losing inheritance
rights or the right to marry – and they are not allowed to marry
Christians, as the law still considers them Muslim.  

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that peace would come to Iraq and
into the hearts of Christians there.

•

Pray that God would turn the hearts of
Iraq’s leaders to Him. Pray that they will
be given wisdom to lead their country
with righteousness and mercy.  

Islamic extremists remain active in Iraq, attacking and
kidnapping Christians. The government also discriminates
against Christians in various contexts, from the workplace to
check points. Blasphemy laws can also be used against those
who try to spread the gospel.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Dictatorial paranoia and
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
18,924,000
CHRISTIANS
677,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

12.0

Church life

14.0

National life

14.5

Community life

13.5

Family life

13.9

Private life

13.3

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Bashar al-Assad

Syria’s continuing civil war has increased the persecution of
Christians. The unrest, which was beginning to lessen, has
been exacerbated by the economic crisis caused by COVID-19.
Many Christians are still internally displaced or are refugees in
other countries as a result of more than a decade of war and
rising Islamic extremism.
In areas controlled by Islamic extremist groups, public
expressions of Christianity are banned and most churches
have been seized or destroyed. In government-controlled
areas, this threat is less – but there are still abductions
of young Christians, and Islamic dissidents, including ISIS
militants, are still active. Overall, there is a slight trend of
lessening pressure towards Christians with the shrinking of
territory held by Islamic extremist groups.

81

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for Syrian Christians to be able to
return to their homes and families, and for
God’s continued restoration for those who
have already returned.

•

Pray for Syrian believers to be the beacon
of hope in Syria, providing comfort and
wisdom to all who are suffering.
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14

SUDAN

SAUDI ARABIA

SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
dictatorial paranoia
POPULATION
43,541,000
CHRISTIANS
1,970,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
Lieutenant-General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan

Violence

9.1

Church life

15.7

National life

13.6

Community life

13.7

Family life

13.4

Private life

13.4

After the ousting of President Omar al-Bashir in 2019, Sudan
has taken significant steps towards religious freedom.
However, Christians from a Muslim background still face
extreme persecution from their families and communities. They
may be attacked, ostracized or otherwise discriminated against
if their faith is discovered. Church buildings are often attacked
or even demolished.
Many still keep their faith secret for their safety, but God is
at work. Islamic law is ending after 30 years, and Christians
from a Muslim background no longer face the death penalty.
While persecution continues, and attitudes are not eradicated
overnight, this is very promising and the reason that Sudan has
fallen six places on the World Watch List this year.  

79

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Praise God for the steps towards
religious freedom in Sudan. Pray that
those in power would continue to make
strides in this direction.

•

Pray for Christians from a Muslim
background to be protected so they will
be able to withstand opposition.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
clan oppression
POPULATION
34,710,000
CHRISTIANS
1,200,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
King Salman bin Abdulaziz al-Saud

Violence

2.2

Church life

16.6

National life

15.8

Community life

14.4

Family life

14.1

Private life

15.1

In Saudi Arabia, the official religion and law is Islamic, and all
citizens are expected to be Muslims. For that reason, many of
the Christians in Saudi Arabia are expatriates. These Christians
are severely restricted in sharing their faith and in gathering for
worship, which entails the risk of deportation.
The few Saudi Christians face even more pressure, especially
from their families. Since the honour of the family is of utmost
importance in Saudi Arabia, leaving the Muslim faith can mean
expulsion from the family and from the community. This can
be particularly true for Christian women and girls, who can be
subject to anything from forced marriages to honour killings as
a result of conversion.

78

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for the protection of all Christians in
Saudi Arabia, and for them to be given
continued wisdom and discernment as
they seek to follow and share Jesus.

•

Pray that the Lord will reveal Himself to
both Christians and non-Christians in
dreams and visions.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
459,000

15

16

MALDIVES

EGYPT

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

CHRISTIANS
A few thousand
MAIN RELIGION
Islam

Pressure

LEADER
President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih

Violence

0.4

Church life

16.6

National life

15.8

Community life

13.9

Family life

15.5

Private life

15.4

77

TOTAL:

The Maldives are viewed by many as a luxury holiday
destination, but behind the beauty of this island paradise lies a
strict Islamic regime. All politicians relentlessly claim that they
are keeping the Maldives 100 percent Muslim.
A church life in the true meaning of the word is virtually
impossible for Maldivian Christians. Converts go to great
lengths not to be discovered by their families and communities.
They would not only face strong opposition and pressure to
return to Islam but could even lose their citizenship.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for the Lord to provide opportunities
for believers to gather safely.

•

Pray that God will use the Bible to
powerfully strengthen, encourage and
nurture the lives of believers.

Expatriate Christians, most of them working in the tourist sector
and coming from India and Sri Lanka, are also closely watched,
making Christian fellowship very difficult.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
dictatorial paranoia
POPULATION
102,941,000
CHRISTIANS
16,250,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi

Violence

14.1

Church life

11.0

National life

12.7

Community life

11.5

Family life

13.2

Private life

12.5

Violence

Persecution against Christians in Egypt happens mostly at
the community level. Incidents occur most frequently in rural
communities in Upper Egypt due to high levels of illiteracy
and poverty. Incidents may vary from Christian women being
harassed while walking in the street, to Christian communities
being driven out of their homes by extremist mobs.  
Christians from a Muslim background often have great difficulty
in living out their faith since they face enormous pressure
from their families to return to Islam. The state also makes
it impossible for them to get any official recognition of their
conversion.

75

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for the release of all Christians
imprisoned or held captive, and for the
safety of all Christians as they go about
their daily lives.

•

Pray that Christians will have courage
and wisdom to shine the light of Christ
brightly in their communities.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Communist oppression
POPULATION
1,424,548,000

17

18

CHINA

MYANMAR

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION

CHRISTIANS
96,700,000
MAIN RELIGION
Atheism

Violence

11.1

Church life

15.4

National life

13.2

Community life

12.0

Family life

9.7

Private life

12.6

Violence

Pressure

LEADER
President Xi Jinping

74

TOTAL:

The Communist Party relies strongly on Chinese cultural
identity to stay in power and limits whatever it perceives as a
threat to its control on society.  
New restrictions on the internet, social media and nongovernmental organizations, and regulations on religion are
strictly applied and seriously limit freedom. Churches are
being monitored and closed down. The stricter enforcement of
existing laws and the increasing use of biometrics also impinge
on Christian activity.

PRAYER POINTS
•

•

Ask the Lord to give church leaders
wisdom, discernment and guidance
as they lead congregations in light
of increased restrictions and surveillance.
Ask the Lord to open the eyes of those
in authority to the unequalled power and
beauty of the gospel.

When converts from Islam or Buddhism are discovered by
their community and family, they are likely to face threats and
physical harm in an effort to win them back. Spouses may be
forced to divorce. Neighbours may even report the practice of
Christian activities to the authorities, who could take action to
stop them.
WORLD WATCH LIST 2021 | OPEN DOORS CANADA

SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Religious nationalism and
dictatorial paranoia
POPULATION
54,808,000
CHRISTIANS
4,362,000
MAIN RELIGION
Buddhism
LEADER
President U Win Myint

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

11.9

Church life

12.3

National life

12.9

Community life

13.1

Family life

12.0

Private life

11.9

Violence

Pressure

74

TOTAL:

Religious nationalism is especially strong and drives much of
the persecution of Christians. There is an increasing emphasis
on Buddhism to the exclusion of all other religions.
Converts often face persecution from their families and
communities for “betraying” the system of belief they grew
up in. Communities who aim to stay “Buddhist only” make
life for Christian families impossible by not allowing them
to use community resources such as water. Churches have
been attacked, and in some instances, Buddhist monks have
invaded church compounds and built Buddhist shrines inside.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that God will strengthen, encourage
and protect those who have left
Buddhism to follow Jesus.

•

Ask that all believers in Myanmar will
receive and enjoy fruitful fellowship with
other Christians.

Myanmar is the scene of the longest civil war in the world,
which began in 1948. More than 100,000 Christians live in
Internal Displacement Camps and humanitarian access to them
is blocked.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Communist oppression and
clan oppression
POPULATION
98,360,000
CHRISTIANS
8,924,000

19

20

VIETNAM

MAURITANIA

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

10.0

Church life

14.5

National life

14.0

Community life

12.7

Family life

8.8

Private life

12.1

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Buddhism
LEADER
President Nguyen Phu Trong

In Vietnam, the level of persecution a believer faces
depends on their denomination or background. Historical
Christian communities like Roman Catholics enjoy a certain
amount of freedom, although they may be imprisoned if
they become politically active. Large plots of land owned by
Catholic churches are sometimes confiscated by the state for
development purposes.  
The most intense persecution is reserved for non-traditional
Protestants and converts from indigenous religions. The
majority belong to the country’s ethnic minorities, and face
social exclusion, discrimination and attacks.  

72

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Ask that believers under pressure to
renounce their faith will have the strength
to cling to Jesus; may this stance speak
powerfully to their neighbours.

•

Pray that young Christians will grow
in their love of Jesus and their
understanding of the gospel.

Homes are sometimes destroyed, forcing Christians to leave
their villages. In several cases, Christians fled abroad and
claimed asylum, only to be sent back due to Vietnamese
pressure.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
ethno-religious hostility
POPULATION
4,784,000
CHRISTIANS
10,800

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Mohamed Cheikh El Ghazouani

Violence

1.9

Church life

13.6

National life

14.1

Community life

13.5

Family life

14.0

Private life

14.3

Violence

The restrictive environment in Mauritania makes it impossible
for Christians to gather openly. This is especially true for
converts from Islam, who face enormous pressure from their
families and communities. In Mauritania’s tribal culture, leaving
Islam is not only seen as religious betrayal but also as a
betrayal of the tribe and family.
Pressure on Christians in Mauritania has increased in the past
year, caused by a tightening of the blasphemy and apostasy
laws. Those who convert to Christianity could face prosecution,
since it is illegal to leave Islam.

71

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that the law in Mauritania will change
so that it is no longer illegal to leave
Islam.

•

Ask for strength and protection for
all converts, and that families will
increasingly honour and respect their
decision to follow Jesus.

Openly expressing the Christian faith is even risky for foreign
nationals, as it could be regarded as an attempt to convert
others to Christianity, which can lead to prosecution.  
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COVID-19

ANOTHER TOOL FOR PERSECUTORS
The COVID-19 crisis has worked as a catalyst in
many countries, exposing existing oppression and
becoming another tool for persecution.
Christians have found it difficult to access
humanitarian relief due to high levels of
discrimination. Take for instance, India. 80%
of Christians receiving aid reported that they were
dismissed from food distribution points. Some
walked miles and hid their Christian identity to get
food elsewhere.
Not only did discrimination increase, but there has
been an increase in domestic vulnerability during the
imposed COVID-19 lockdown measures. Converts

to Christianity and women have been particularly
under pressure. Reports of the kidnapping, forcible
conversion and forced marriage of women and girls
have increased.
While in some parts of the world, restrictions and
curfews largely meant a drop in violence against
Christians, in sub-Saharan Africa, the Church faced a
significant increase in violence. In fact, the pandemic
enabled Islamic extremism to spread in Sub-Saharan
Africa.
For authoritarian governments, such as China,
COVID-19 legitimized increased surveillance and
restrictions to control populations that are deviant to
the norm, like Christians.
It wasn’t only governments
that used the pandemic to
their benefit, but also criminal
groups. In Latin America,
organized criminal groups
used the virus as means
to extend their control. In
Mexico, when pastors and
church leaders challenged
the criminal group’s control,
they risked being extorted,
ambushed, robbed, shot or
even killed.  
As 2021 begins, the
pandemic is not finished,
and neither are its effects
on our persecuted brothers
and sisters. Please continue
to pray with us for our
persecuted family.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Dictatorial paranoia and
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
33,236,000
CHRISTIANS
345,000

21

22

UZBEKISTAN

LAOS

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev

Violence

1.3

Church life

15.7

National life

12.2

Community life

14.1

Family life

12.9

Private life

15.1

Violence

Church leaders are often subject to persecution at the hands
of the authorities. Typically, they are fined, detained, denied
exit visas to leave the country or put under house arrest.
Reasons for fines include: holding illegal meetings, possessing
Christian literature or even having songs on a smartphone.
Outside the church, Christian men can be overlooked for
promotion in the workplace, and businessmen who follow
Jesus can face intense surveillance and obstruction by the
authorities. The financial hardship caused by persecution can
be crippling for families, who rely on men to put food on the
table. Christian women are often divorced by their husbands
and denied possessions. In extreme cases, the wife is forced
to flee her home.

71

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

•

Pray the Holy Spirit will encourage, equip
and empower believers facing pressure
and persecution.
Pray for ongoing protection and
nourishment of church leaders in
Uzbekistan, who can come under
immense pressure in their roles.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Clan oppression and
Communist oppression
POPULATION
7,165,000
CHRISTIANS
199,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

6.9

Church life

14.3

National life

13.5

Community life

13.6

Family life

10.2

Private life

12.1

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Buddhim
LEADER
President Bounnhang Vorachit

Christian activities are heavily monitored by the authorities.
Especially in rural areas, house churches are forced to meet
underground as they are considered “illegal gatherings.”
Life is especially difficult for converts to the Christian faith,
who are at risk of persecution from their family and the local
authorities. This can involve damage to property, confiscation
of possessions and issuing of fines. Opposition is heightened
when a convert’s family or the local authorities stir up the local
community against them.

71

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that believers under pressure to
recant their faith will have strength to
stand firm.

•

Pray for families and churches left
without the support and leadership of a
husband and/or leader. Pray that all their
needs will be met.

Christian women face the danger of being beaten, raped,
and sexually harassed. There is the risk of arranged marriage
intended to make them renounce their faith. Church leaders,
who are generally men, can face imprisonment in harsh and
degrading conditions and asked to pay a huge fine to secure
their release.
WORLD WATCH LIST 2021 | OPEN DOORS CANADA
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24

TURKMENISTAN

ALGERIA

SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Dictatorial paranoia and
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
6,031,000
CHRISTIANS
68,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Kurbanguly Berdymukhamedov

Violence

1.5

Church life

15.7

National life

13.3

Community life

13.8

Family life

11.3

Private life

14.5

70

TOTAL:

Persecution against Christians in this repressive Islamic state
comes largely from the government and from society. The
government imposes many restrictions on church life. Unless
their churches are registered, Christians are highly susceptible
to police raids, threats, arrests and fines. The printing or
importing of Christian materials is also restricted.

PRAYER POINTS

Believers who come from Muslim backgrounds
experience intense pressure from families, friends and villagers
to deny their faith. Muslims are suspicious of Christian leaders
since they consider them to be at the forefront of converting
others to Christianity. They attack those most actively involved
in evangelism.

•

Pray for an easing of heavy restrictions
on churches.

•

Pray for the physical, emotional and
spiritual well-being of church leaders.

•

Pray that believers from Muslim
backgrounds will be guarded from harm.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
dictatorial paranoia
POPULATION
43,333,000
CHRISTIANS
129,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune

Violence

3.9

Church life

13.4

National life

13.1

Community life

11.5

Family life

13.9

Private life

13.9

Violence

The majority of Christians in Algeria are converts from Islam.
They are most at risk of persecution, not just from their family
and extended family, but from the wider community which
includes local ethnic leaders and elders. This can involve
harassment, beatings, threats and imprisonment, as well as
pressure to adhere to Islamic customs. Laws regulating nonMuslim worship prohibit anything that would “shake the faith
of a Muslim” or be used as “a means of seduction intending to
convert a Muslim to another religion.”  

70

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that converts who have counted the
cost for following Christ will have access
to a community of Christians to support
and build them up.

•

Pray that all recently closed churches
will reopen, and the 2006 law regulating
worship will be repealed.

In the past three years, authorities in Algeria have engaged
in a systematic campaign against EPA churches (Protestant
Church of Algeria), which has seen 13 churches forcibly closed
by the authorities.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
religious nationalism
POPULATION
83,836,000
CHRISTIANS
171,000

25

26

TURKEY

TUNISIA

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Violence

9.3

Church life

11.6

National life

13.3

Community life

10.8

Family life

11.5

Private life

12.5

Violence

In Turkey, religious nationalism is very strong and is growing,
putting enormous pressure on Christians. In contrast with
previous years, the government has not only targeted foreign
Christians, but has also banned foreign Christians who are
married to Turkish citizens. The atmosphere of increasing
nationalism leaves precious little room for anyone to proclaim
a different message, and Christians have to take great care in
sharing their faith with others, as it can arouse suspicion.  
Converting to Christianity from Islam is not illegal, but converts
will likely face opposition and pressure from their family and
the local community. In some cases, this can lead to divorce
or disinheritance. The dangers mean some believers lead a
double life and hide their conversion.

69

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that the stifling and suspicious
atmosphere for Christians in Turkey will
change.

•

Pray that foreign Christians will be
granted favour in their residency
applications and in ongoing appeals
against residency bans.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
clan oppression
POPULATION
11,903,000
CHRISTIANS
23,100

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
Prime Minister Hichem Mechichi

Violence

7.4

Church life

13.2

National life

11.5

Community life

10.4

Family life

13.1

Private life

12.0

Violence

Persecution is particularly apparent for those Christians who
have converted from Islam, because their new faith is often
opposed—sometimes violently—by both family and community.
It is difficult, if not impossible, for converts from Islam to live out
their faith openly if they want to avoid significant pressure and
opposition. They also find it difficult to gather for worship and
fellowship due to the risk of exposure, especially if they are
monitored by Tunisian security services.

67

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

There are many lonely believers in
Tunisia. Pray that they will find other
believers them to connect with.  

•

Pray for female believers in Tunisia
struggling with trauma. Pray they will find
security and help in Christ.

Christian women often face physical violence or forced
marriage if their faith is discovered, while men might face loss
of employment and removal from social circles.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
dictatorial paranoia
POPULATION
37,071,000
CHRISTIANS
31,500
MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
King Mohammed VI
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MOROCCO

MALI

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

3.7

Church life

14.1

Violence

Pressure

National life

12.4

Community life

11.2

Family life

13.5

Private life

12.6

67

TOTAL:

The pressure on Christians in Morocco remains high. And for
converts from Islam, the pressure is even higher. They can lose
their inheritance rights or even custody of their children.
Converts face opposition from family members, who do not
want them to practice their new faith publicly—often, this
means new Christians are not allowed to be baptized, married
or buried in a church or Christian ceremony. Particularly in rural
areas, followers of Jesus also face significant hostility from
their local community and government.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for unity in the Moroccan church.
Believers are scattered around the
country and don’t know each other well.

•

Pray for Christian children. Islam is taught
in many different subjects at school. Pray
they will not feel confused, but that they
will know the truth.

The Moroccan penal code makes it very difficult for Christians
to share their faith and chokes the ability of churches to reach
their community. Additionally, Christian advocates have been
targeted for violent attack by Islamic extremists.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
20,284,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

15.4

Church life

11.5

National life

10.3

Community life

12.7

Family life

8.2

Private life

9.4

Violence

CHRISTIANS
467,000
MAIN RELIGION
Islam

Pressure

LEADER
Interim President Bah Ndaw

67

TOTAL:

When Islamic extremist groups took control of the northern part
of the country in 2012, churches were burned and Christians
were forced to flee. Although some Christians have returned to
the north under police protection, they still live under the threat
of attack by Islamic militants.
Evangelistic activities in the north are especially risky and
could lead to attacks from extremists. Missionaries operating in
Mali also live under the constant threat of abduction and some
have indeed been kidnapped. Converts risk violence and
pressure from their relatives and family.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray God will soften the hearts of Islamic
extremists and give them ears to hear
and eyes to see His gospel and grace.

•

Pray that Christians who are exhausted
from living under constant threats,
discrimination and persecution will be
renewed by the Holy Spirit.

Extremists used the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic
to assert more control in some parts of Mali. As these groups
often particularly target Christians, this is a worrying trend for
Christians.  
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
clan oppression
POPULATION
2,792,000
CHRISTIANS
367,000
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30

QATAR

COLOMBIA

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

1.5

Church life

14.1

National life

13.1

Community life

10.8

Family life

13.9

Private life

14.0

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
Emir Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani

It is incredibly hard for Christians—particularly Muslim
converts—to live out their faith in Qatar.  
Foreign workers experience more freedom to worship.
However, even for these Christians, evangelism to Muslims is
strictly forbidden and can lead to deportation.
Muslims who convert to Christianity face much more significant
persecution. They experience very high pressure from
their families, especially since Qatari society embraces a
conservative strain of Islam.  

67

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray God works powerfully in Qatar. Ask that
God’s people will be brought into contact
with those willing to hear the gospel.

•

Pray for secret Christians in Qatar who have
accepted Jesus but cannot be open about
their new faith. May they be strengthened
and discipled.

Both indigenous and migrant converts risk discrimination,
harassment and police monitoring. Moreover, conversion from
Islam to another faith is not officially recognized and is likely to
lead to legal problems in personal status and property matters.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Clan oppression and
organized corruption and crime
POPULATION
50,220,000
CHRISTIANS
47,706,000
MAIN RELIGION
Christianity
LEADER
President Ivan Duque

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

Pressure

Violence

13.9

Church life

9.7

National life

11.0

Community life

12.4

Family life

8.8

Private life

11.4

67

TOTAL:

In Colombia, a largely Christian country, persecution is
localized—and violent. Church leaders are threatened,
harassed, extorted and even murdered as a result of the
violence perpetrated by guerrillas and other criminal groups,
especially in the country’s more remote areas. In most cases,
this violence is the direct result of Christians denouncing
corruption and violence, working for the defense of human
and environmental rights, serving among youth, and pursuing
peace and justice—all endangering the illegal activities of the
criminal groups. Christians are seen as impediments to the
forced recruitment of people, especially youth, to rebel groups
and to the drug trade and organized crime that pay for these
groups.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for Christians living in areas
controlled by rebel and criminal groups.
Pray God would keep them safe and give
them courage.  

•

Pray for comfort and peace for
the families of church leaders who have
been killed in Colombia this year.
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BANGLADESH

BURKINA FASO

SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Dictatorial paranoia and
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
169,775,000
CHRISTIANS
903,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

10.6

Church life

10.1

National life

11.3

Community life

13.0

Family life

10.3

Private life

11.5

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Abdul Hamid

67

TOTAL:

Christians in Bangladesh face the greatest pressure in
community and private life. Bangladeshi society is growing
increasingly Islamic, with the government doing more to
appease concerns from Muslim extremists.
Converts suffer the most severe restrictions, discrimination
and attacks in Bangladesh. They often gather in small house
churches or secret groups due to fear of attack.  
Tribal Christians face an increasing double vulnerability,
belonging to both an ethnic and religious minority. Christians
among the Muslim-majority Rohingya people, who fled to
Bangladesh from Myanmar, face harassment and strong
pressure from their community, as well. In the reporting period,
they were the target of a violent attack by extremist Muslim
groups in the camps.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for Christians who are discriminated
against in government aid distributions
during COVID-19 and cyclone relief.
Often, poor Christian day labourers face
income loss and starvation. Pray they
would be able to recover, both physically
and emotionally.  
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
organized corruption and crime
POPULATION
20,903,000
CHRISTIANS
4,965,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

14.3

Church life

11.8

National life

9.4

Community life

12.0

Family life

9.7

Private life

9.4

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Roch Marc Kabore

Open Doors estimates there are over 1 million internally
displaced persons in Burkina Faso, and many are Christians.
Extremist attacks have driven followers of Jesus from their
homes and villages, with many being forced into refugee
camps. Reports show that there are no open churches in
parts of northeastern Burkina Faso. Christians in this area
have largely been forced to flee due to violence from Islamic
extremists.

67

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for the Lord’s provision in the lives of
our displaced brothers and sisters. Pray
that they will not be ruled by fear, but
experience the peace only the Lord gives.

•

Pray for grace for Christians to remain firm
in the faith as they face increased hostility.

Christians who have converted from Islam face significant
pressure and opposition from their families and communities.
Families may reject Christian converts, and new Christians may
be pressured to renounce their new faith. New converts from
Islam are often reluctant to be public about their faith. Burkina
Faso has long had a reputation for tolerance of various faiths,
but that reputation is increasingly at risk.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Dictatorial paranoia and
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
9,475,000
CHRISTIANS
66,300
MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Emomali Rahmon
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TAJIKISTAN

NEPAL

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

2.2

Church life

13.2

National life

12.5

Community life

11.9

Family life

12.3

Private life

14.0

Violence

Pressure

66

TOTAL:

In Tajikistan, the government puts heavy pressure on all
“deviating” religious groups by tightening and strictly enforcing
existing laws. All religious activities must be approved by the
government and it is common for churches to be raided by
authorities. Church leaders and Christians can be detained
if they are found to have any Christian materials that are not
approved by the government.
The government of Tajikistan, a former Soviet republic, is
primarily concerned with power and holding onto control, but
the surrounding society is heavily Islamic. The Tajik ethnic
identity is directly tied to Islam. Thus, Christians who have
converted from Islam bear the brunt of persecution from the
state and from family, friends and community.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for the safety and protection of
pastors and church leaders in Tajikistan.

•

Pray for converts to Christianity from
Islam who live in areas where conversion
means severe pressure from family and
communities.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Religious nationalism and
clan oppression
POPULATION
30,260,000
CHRISTIANS
1,285,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

8.5

Church life

12.3

National life

13.0

Community life

9.9
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9.7

Private life

12.4

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Hinduism
LEADER
Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli

In Nepal, converts from Hinduism are put under the most
pressure; they are viewed as deviating from the faith of the
ancestors, and therefore breaking with their culture and
their national identity. Converts—and members of Protestant
churches—experience pressure from family, friends, community
and local authorities.
There is also an anti-conversion law in place in Nepal, which
has been used to expel foreign citizens recently. This law
can be broadly applied, and since it says that anyone who
causes an individual to convert to a different religion can be
imprisoned, fined or deported, it has been used to target
Christians.

66

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that Christians will have wisdom to know
how to share their faith safely and to have
boldness to continue sharing the gospel.

•

Pray for believers who live in very remote
villages. When they go through persecution,
it can be difficult for our partners to reach
them quickly.

In some areas, Christians were also left out of COVID-19 relief
that the government provided, re-emphasizing their status as
second-class citizens.
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PERSECUTION IS
ON THE RISE
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
organized corruption and crime
POPULATION
4,921,000
CHRISTIANS
3,691,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

15.6

Church life

9.9
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9.6
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13.1

Family life

8.6

Private life

9.0

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Christianity
LEADER
President Faustin-Archange Touadera

The Central African Republic has seen near-constant conflict
and fighting since 2013. Much of the country is occupied by
various armed militia groups, who are responsible for a range
of human rights abuses. Many of these groups—whether
Islamic extremist or otherwise—specifically target Christians.
Christian leaders who have publicly denounced the violence
have been threatened; church buildings have been burned
and ransacked. The conflict has resulted in the displacement
of thousands of Christians who have lost their homes and
livelihood, now forced to live in displacement camps.  

66

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for Christians as they endure
violence and conflict. Pray they will have
the courage to stand strong in their faith.

•

Pray that converts from Islam would be
protected from oppression at the hands
of their families and communities.

Converts to Christianity from Islam face persecution from their
immediate family members. The local community will often
ostracize Christian converts and might also try to force them to
renounce Christianity through violence.
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More than 340 million Christians suffer high
levels of persecution and discrimination for their
faith. In Open Doors’ World Watch List top 50
alone, 309 million Christians face very high or
extreme levels.
Persecution is increasing across the globe. For
the first time in the World Watch List’s history,
every country is ranked as experiencing very
high or extreme levels of persecution, scoring
more than 60 points each.
Beyond the top 50, there are even more
countries that experience at least high levels of
persecution.
Here is a list of the countries outside the
top 50 which scored at least a high level of
persecution:
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.

Cuba
Sri Lanka
United Arab Emirates
Niger
Kyrgyzstan
Palestinian Territories
Tanzania
Russian Federation
Djibouti
Bahrain
Azerbaijan
Chad

63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.

Nicaragua
Burundi
Uganda
Guinea
Honduras
Angola
South Sudan
Gambia
Togo
Rwanda
Ivory Coast
El Salvador

Please continue to pray for
our brothers and sisters in all
these countries.
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ETHIOPIA

MEXICO

SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Christian denominational protectionism
and Islamic oppression
POPULATION
112,759,000
CHRISTIANS
67,491,000
MAIN RELIGION
Christianity
LEADER
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

14.4
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10.7
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8.5

Private life

9.9

Violence

Pressure

65

TOTAL:

In Ethiopia, persecution is dependant on denomination and
location. The government’s special relationship with the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church means other denominations are
persecuted by the state and the Orthodox Church. Christians
who leave the Orthodox Church are subject to family and
community pressure and can face significant mistreatment.
Converts to Christianity from Islam can be harassed and
oppressed by their families and communities. In some regions,
Christians are denied access to resources, ostracized, and
discriminated against. Some Christians are subject to violence
when Islamic extremists attack churches and homes.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for the Christian denominations in
Ethiopia, particularly for the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church. Pray they would see
the unity that is possible in Jesus, and
that they would embrace Christians of
every kind under the banner of Christ’s
Kingdom.

Christian women have been forced to marry non-Christians
and then recant their faith. If a woman converts to Christianity
in a non-Christian area, her husband is likely to divorce her and
she may lose custody of her children.  
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Clan oppression and
organized corruption and crime
POPULATION
133,870,000
CHRISTIANS
128,229,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Christianity
LEADER
President Andres Manuel López Obrador

Violence

12.6

Church life

10.3

National life

10.7

Community life

12.4

Family life

8.1

Private life

10.3

Violence

The increasing presence of criminal groups and their struggle
for territorial control create an environment where Christians—
and particularly Christian leaders—face the constant risk
of being targeted for violence. Christians are perceived as a
threat to criminal activities because they oppose corruption
and drug use. Christians who are outspoken about the hope
of Jesus in the face of drug trafficking and violence are
often targeted by gangs. Unfortunately, during the COVID-19
pandemic, criminal groups have strengthened their control
over parts of Mexico.

64

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for Christian leaders and their
families who risk so much to serve their
church communities in places where they
are the targets of organized criminals.

•

Ask God to give Christians compassion
and courage as they risk their lives and
livelihood to walk in faith.

In indigenous communities, anyone who decides to
abandon the community’s religious beliefs or
practices often faces rejection and punishment, including
forced displacement.  Indigenous communities have
strengthened their autonomy during the pandemic leading to
increased difficulty for these followers of Jesus.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
clan oppression
POPULATION
10,209,000
CHRISTIANS
180,000
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JORDAN

BRUNEI

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence
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Church life

12.4

National life

11.6
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11.4

Family life

13.9

Private life

13.1

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
King Abdullah II

64

TOTAL:

Many Christians in Jordan live a safe and stable life and enjoy
a relatively high level of religious freedom. King Abdullah II and
his government appear to tolerate and, to a certain degree,
support recognized churches.  
However, Christians still experience discrimination
in employment and restrictions against public
preaching. Unrecognized churches can face harassment by
public authorities, particularly those that actively evangelize.

PRAYER POINTS
•

•

Pray for followers of Jesus who left Islam.
Pray they wouldn’t be oppressed or
ostracized by their families, and that they
would be safe from harm.   
Pray that leaders in Jordan would be
increasingly open to religious freedom.

Radicalized Sunni Muslims and returning jihadists from
Syria and Iraq continue to pose a threat to the Christian
community. Additionally, open testimony of faith by a Christian
who converted from Islam can lead to beatings, arrest and
even death. Christians who are active in evangelism and/or
helping converts from Islam can face threats and oppression in
daily life.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
dictatorial paranoia
POPULATION
445,000
CHRISTIANS
52,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

0.7
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13.5

National life

10.9

Community life

10.7

Family life

14.6

Private life

13.9

Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
Sultan and Prime Minister Sir Hassanal Bolkiah

In Brunei, leaving Islam for another religion is illegal—so
converts from Islam who follow Jesus encounter significant
persecution from both local and national sources. Converts
can be disowned by their families, and forced to divorce their
spouse and to leave the family home. Married converts to
Christianity from Islam also lose custody of their children. They
can have their rights denied and sometimes prefer to go
abroad rather than live where they experience constant
pressure.   

64

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that doors would open to the gospel
and that many will come to faith in Christ.   

•

Pray for wisdom for pastors and
church leaders as they identify ways to
encourage their members to be faithful
to Christ.

Every level of society in Brunei is affected by the continuing
introduction of Shariah law. The full implementation of Shariah
law in 2019 raised international concern for what it would
mean for Brunei, and even a year later, the meaning of the law
for Christians is still somewhat unclear, though it seems to
generally not have been implemented against Christians.  
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DEM. REPUBLIC OF CONGO

KAZAKHSTAN

SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
organized corruption and crime
POPULATION
89,505,000
CHRISTIANS
85,120,000
MAIN RELIGION
Christianity
LEADER
President Felix Tshisekedi

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

Pressure

Violence

16.1
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National life

9.4
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11.2
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7.9
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8.0

64

TOTAL:

Alliance for Democratic Forces (ADF), an Islamic extremist
group, is responsible for the persecution of Christians in the
eastern part of the country, attacking Christians and churches.
The attacks from the ADF and other militant groups pose an
ongoing threat to the Christian population and churches in the
regions where militants are active. The violence has resulted
in more than a million internally displaced people. Additionally,
followers of Jesus are at risk for kidnappings and having their
homes destroyed.   

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for the Lord’s abundant grace to the
church as they seek to minister Christ’s
hope.

•

Pray that those coming to terms with the
loss of loved ones would experience the
Lord’s comfort to them.

Christians who convert from Islam or from traditional religions
(or religions that combine elements of Christianity and animism)
may face social, familial and community pressure for their faith.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Dictatorial paranoia and
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
18,777,000
CHRISTIANS
4,852,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev

Violence
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11.5
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13.2

Violence

The type of pressure that believers experience has not
changed much since legislation dating back to September 2011
restricted the ability to worship freely. However, Kazakhstan’s
government has steadily increased its control over religious
expression in the country. This means increased surveillance,
raids on church meetings and arrests. It uses the threat of
militant Islam to restrict more freedoms.  
Russian Orthodox churches experience the fewest problems
from the government because they do not usually attempt to
evangelize the Kazakh population. Kazakh Christians from a
Muslim background experience the worst persecution, both at
the hands of the state and from family, friends and community.
Some converts are locked up by their families for long
periods, beaten and may eventually be expelled from their
communities. Local mullahs also preach against them.

64

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that converts from Islam would
be protected from oppression and
discrimination from their family, friends
and community.

•

Pray that God would soften the hearts of
the leaders of Kazakhstan.
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RELIGIOUS NATIONALISM
CONTINUES TO RISE

42
CAMEROON
SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
dictatorial paranoia
POPULATION
25,958,000

Religious Nationalism is a driving force
for persecution in countries like India and
Turkey.
In India, people are daily confronted with
forceful propaganda as the drive to convert
the country back to Hinduism kicks into high
gear. With the notion that “To be Indian, you
must be Hindu”, mobs continue to attack
and harass Christians and Muslims with
impunity.

Turkish influence spreads beyond its
borders. It has backed Azerbaijan in its
conflict with predominately Christian
Armenia.
In northern Iraq, at least 25 Christian villages
have been emptied as a result of Turkish
attacks in the last year. Many are among
those who fled Nineveh Plains and Mosul
during Islamic State’s control.

India also continues to block the flow
of foreign funds to many Christian-run
hospitals, schools and church organizations,
making it hard for Christian organizations to
operate in the country.

Turkey’s relocation of its refugees back into
northeast Syria continues to change the
demographics of the region. This leaves
Kurdish Christian converts from Islam
especially vulnerable. Many have had to flee
once more.

Turkey, likewise, has made significant
gestures of hostility against Christianity. Most
notably, turning historic Christian churches
that were acting as museums into mosques
– all to strengthening Turkish nationalism.

Turkey also has stake in Libya and its
offshore oil and gas – based on ambitions
for a revived Ottoman Empire. It is known to
support local jihadist factions, as well as for
bringing in more than 4,000 Syrian jihadists.
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CHRISTIANS
15,922,000
MAIN RELIGION
Christianity
LEADER
President Paul Biya

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
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64

TOTAL:

The Islamic extremist group Boko Haram is active in
northern Cameroon and has created a hostile environment
for Christians. Christians have been kidnapped and killed,
and churches were targeted and attacked. Because the
government is often focused elsewhere, it has given an
opening for Boko Haram to expand and continue attacks that
target Christians.   
In Cameroon, it is very difficult for Muslims who want to
convert to Christianity. When Bibles or other Christian literature
are found in their possession, converts from Islam have
been threatened. They are not free to express their faith or
Christian beliefs—even to immediate family—because doing
so exposes them to the risk of violent responses from their
community.

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for converts from Islam, that they
would be protected from violence and
oppression at the hands of their family,
friends and community.  

•

Pray that God would protect Christians
who are at constant risk of abduction and
violence by Boko Haram.

WORLD WATCH LIST 2021 | OPEN DOORS CANADA

43

44

BHUTAN

OMAN

SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Religious nationalism
POPULATION
835,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence

CHRISTIANS
30,000
MAIN RELIGION
Buddhism

Pressure

LEADER
King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck
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64

TOTAL:

In Bhutan, the government assumes that all citizens are
Buddhist. Buddhism is engrained in daily life and anyone who
leaves Buddhism to follow Jesus is viewed with suspicion
by neighbours, friends and immediate family. Conversion brings
shame upon the family, so often family members go to great
lengths to bring the convert back to his or her original faith.
Because life in Bhutan is still very communal and the proximity
and protection of the family are important, being disowned is a
significant form of persecution against converts from Buddhism
to Christianity.  

PRAYER POINTS
•

The Bhutanese church is divided.
Continue to pray for unity, peace and
understanding among the churches.   

•

Pray for Christians to remain strong in
their faith in the face of Buddhism’s strong
influence in the country.  

No Christian church has official government recognition—all
Christians who worship together are technically worshiping
illegally. Local authorities often refuse to issue Christians a “nonobjection certificate,” which is needed for loan applications,
registering property, applying for jobs and renewing ID cards.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
clan oppression
POPULATION
5,150,000
CHRISTIANS
185,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
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Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
Sultan and Prime Minister Haitham bin Tariq Al Said

All Omani citizens are assumed to be Muslim. Islam is the state
religion, and legislation is mostly based on Islamic law.
Local converts from Islam are under the most pressure—
their families, neighbors and broader society all press them
to return to their national and tribal faith. Converts can be
expelled from their families and lose their jobs. Their children
can be taken from them, and families could strip away their
inheritance rights.

63

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Many believers who convert from Islam
live in secret and isolation. Ask God to
bring these isolated secret believers into
fellowship with other believers.

•

Pray for whole families to come to the
saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The government largely tolerates foreign Christian
communities, but even so, greatly restricts and monitors
their public gatherings. All Christian meetings are monitored
for political statements and attendance by Omani citizens.
Additionally, all religious organizations must be registered with
authorities.  
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MOZAMBIQUE

MALAYSIA

SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
32,309,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence
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CHRISTIANS
17,448,000
MAIN RELIGION
Christianity

Pressure

LEADER
President Filipe Nyusi

63

TOTAL:

Mozambique has entered the top 50 of the World Watch List
for the first time.
Christians face extreme violence in the northern part of the
country. Christians have been forced to flee their homes.
Islamic extremists have destroyed many Christian schools,
businesses and places of worship. Christian aid workers were
also targeted. Because of this, it is difficult for Christians to
gather—either inside or outside of churches—and it can be
risky for believers to speak against persecution.  

PRAYER POINTS
•

•

Pray for Christians who lost loved ones
in the attacks in Mozambique’s northern
region. Ask God to give them comfort,
peace and the power to forgive.
Pray for the Lord to strengthen the Church
in Mozambique. Ask God to give them
courage and to grow their faith.

In the northern part of the country where Muslims are the
majority, converts face extreme pressure to renounce their
faith. If they refuse, they will usually be shunned.   
In April 2020, an extremist group killed 52 people, burned
down churches and institutions and attacked villages.  
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
dictatorial paranoia
POPULATION
32,869,000
CHRISTIANS
2,991,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
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MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
Sultan Abdullah of Pahang
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In Malaysia, the government and religious groups monitor
churches and it is illegal to share the gospel with
Malay Muslims. Converts from Islam to Christianity
experience the most persecution, as every ethnic Malay is
expected to be Muslim. These believers are often forced to
hide their faith and meet in secret. If discovered, they could
face divorce from their spouse, rejection from their family—or
even risk being sent to a re-education camp.   
There have been abductions of certain Christians in
recent years. Pastor Joshua Hilmy and his wife Ruth have
been missing for more than three years now, after they
disappeared from their home. Pastor Raymond Koh was
abducted and has been missing since February 2017. His
whereabouts are still unknown, and according to the findings
of the country`s human rights commission, Malaysia’s Special
Branch of the police was involved in the abduction.

63

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for protection for believers meeting
in secret that they may safely gather.

•

Pray for religious freedom in Malaysia.

•

Pray for Malay believers who have
left Islam and are often isolated and cut
off from their family for embracing Jesus.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression
POPULATION
272,223,000
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INDONESIA

KUWAIT

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION

CHRISTIANS
33,192,000
MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Joko Widodo
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TOTAL:

In Indonesia, Christians who grew up in Muslim
homes often experience persecution from their families. In
many homes, families will verbally abuse their Christian family
members and isolate them because of their faith. Only a
small percentage of converts face physical violence for their
Christian faith.  
The level of persecution also depends on the region
of Indonesia where Christians live. In some regions
of Indonesia, extremist Islamic groups heavily
influence society and politics. If they catch Christians
evangelizing, believers could run into problems. Also, nontraditional church groups tend to experience difficulties
getting permission for building churches. Even if they manage
to fulfill all legal requirements (including winning court cases),
the local authorities still often ignore them.  

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray that churches would find favour with
the government and be granted freedom
to gather and worship in peace.  

•

Pray for Christian children and teens, who
often face discrimination and isolation for
their faith. Ask God to give them hope, to
strengthen their faith.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
clan oppression
POPULATION
4,303,000
CHRISTIANS
513,000

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
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In Kuwait, expatriate Christians are relatively free to worship
informally. However, the existing places registered for worship
are very small and it is extremely difficult to obtain a property
for gathering for worship.  
Local converts from Islam face the most extreme
persecution, as they face pressure from both family members
and the local community to recant their Christian faith. These
believers risk discrimination, harassment, monitoring of their
activities by the police, and even intimidation by vigilante
groups. Moreover, conversion from Islam to another faith is not
official and may lead to legal problems in personal status and
property matters.   

63

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for the government of Kuwait to
provide more freedom for Christians—
especially Christians from a Muslim
background—to meet, pray and share
their faith freely.   

•

Ask God to give Christians in Kuwait
boldness and perseverance.  
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
ethno-religious hostility
POPULATION
53,492,000
CHRISTIANS
43,991,000
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KENYA

COMOROS

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence
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MAIN RELIGION
Christianity
LEADER
President Uhuru Kenyatta
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TOTAL:

In Kenya, Christianity is the majority religion, but that hasn’t
stopped the spread of persecution. Particularly, Christians
with a Muslim background in the northeast and coastal
regions live under constant threat of attack—even from
their closest relatives. Christians were attacked and forced
to flee their villages, and the Islamic extremist group alShabab has infiltrated the local population to monitor the
activities of Christians.   
Organized crime is also a serious problem in Kenya. Corrupt
officials often fail to take measures against persecutors—
increasing the potential for further incidents against Christians.  

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for Christians in the northeast who
face threats of deadly attacks from alShabab. Ask God to protect them, shelter
them from violence and give them peace.   

•

Pray that the Church in Kenya to
effectively share the gospel with
their neighbours.

For believers in Kenya, daily life is filled with pressure—
especially in their private and social lives. In some regions like
the northeast, church and community life are very difficult and
include the threat of violence.
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SOURCE OF PERSECUTION
Islamic oppression and
dictatorial paranoia
POPULATION
870,000
CHRISTIANS
4,200

PROFILE OF PERSECUTION
Violence
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Violence

Pressure

MAIN RELIGION
Islam
LEADER
President Azali Assoumani

Christians in Comoros are not able to share their faith freely
in public. If they do, they face legal consequences. In some
parts of the country, extremist groups threaten Christians
with violence. Proselytization by any religion except Islam
is illegal, and converts to Christianity can be prosecuted.
Converts from a Muslim background face the most
severe difficulties. They are often pressured to keep their
faith private—leaving them no option but to live out their faith
in secret.

62

TOTAL:

PRAYER POINTS
•

Pray for Christians to live joyfully and
blamelessly so that the light of Christ will
shine brightly to those who need the
Gospel.

•

Pray for Christians who left Islam to follow
Jesus. Ask God to give them wisdom,
courage and support.  

The government believes the freedom of religion in the
constitution is for foreigners, not for Comorians. The public
stance of the government also gives locals a license to
pressure and persecute Christians.
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don’t miss it!
Open Doors Canada has ongoing programs
that you won’t want to miss!
Stay connected to the persecuted Church
by listening in to our weekly podcast, World
Watch Weekly, posted every Wednesday.
Find it wherever you get your podcasts.

STRENGTHENING
CHRISTIANS
WHERE FAITH
COSTS THE MOST

Do you want to pray for the persecuted
church with a group of Canadians? Join us
the first Tuesday of the month for an online
time of prayer at 7pm EST or 7pm PST.
Register by emailing: prayer@odcan.org

what we do
For more than 65 years, Open Doors has
been strengthening Christians where faith
costs the most, helping them to be the
Church in some of the most dangerous
places on earth.
Our work is broken down into 4 main
categories:
• Bible and Christian Literature
• Prayer, Advocacy and Presense
Ministry
• Christian Community Development
• Leadership Training and Discipleship
When you support the persecuted church,
you join the global secret network that
delivers hope to persecuted Christians in
more than 60 countries.
For more information, visit our website:
www.opendoorsca.org

Bibles and Christian Literature
Every year Open Doors distributes more than 2 million
Bibles, Christian books and other types of literature.

Prayer, Advocacy and Presense
Ministry
Open Doors believes that no follower of Jesus should
be isolated and that through prayer, advocacy and
presence ministry, we can stand with our persecuted
family.

Christian Community Development

Our brothers and sisters
around the world understand
the high cost of faith in Christ.
For more than 65 years, we’ve
seen their stories as our call
to action.

JOIN THE PARTNERSHIP

Open Doors helps more than 375,000 persecuted
Christians with emergency relief, community
development, education and medical care.

Leadership Training and Discipleship
Open Doors trains more than 570,000 persecuted
Christians through leadership and discipleship courses,
trauma care training and persecution survival seminars.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO JOIN ONE PARTNERSHIP, PLEASE VISIT:
WWW.OPENDOORSCA.ORG/ONE-PARTNERSHIP
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you CAN HELP

HOW 		
PRAY

Open Doors founder, Brother Andrew, says, “Our prayers
can go where we cannot...there are no borders, no prison
walls, no doors that are closed to us when we pray.”
Commit to praying for the Persecuted Church.

ACT

As members of one body, let us stand with those who
suffer for the sake of Christ.
Write letters of encouragement to believers; petition our
government to stand for religious freedoms around the
world; or raise your voice for our persecuted family by
sharing about them with your circle of influence.
Be a voice for those who have no voice.

GIVE

Through your generosity, you are helping our persecuted
family to stand strong and enabling them to shine the
brightest in some of the world’s darkest places.

Open Doors Canada
8-19 Brownridge Rd.
Halton Hills, ON L7G 0C6
(905) 636-0944 | opendoorsca@odcan.org
Members of Canadian Centre of Christian Charities; and
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada

www.opendoorsca.org
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